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Talk On 

“ANALYTICAL, EMPIRICAL AND OBSERVATIONAL METHODS FOR GROUND IMPROVEMENT” 
(Organized by Geotechnical Engineering Technical Division) 

 

Date  : 27 May 2013 (Monday) 

Time : 5.30 pm -7.30 pm   (Refreshment will be served at 5.00 pm.)  

Venue : Auditorium Tan Sri Prof. Chin Fung Kee, Wisma IEM  

Speaker :      Mr. Serge VARAKSIN (France), Chairman of ISSMGE Technical Committee TC211 on Ground 

Improvement 

 
SYNOPSIS 

 

The International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE) Technical Committee on Ground 

Improvement (TC 211) has proposed and established a classification system of ground improvement techniques according to the 

general nature of the soils (frictional or cohesive) and the inclusion or exclusion of added materials (http://www.bbri.be/go/tc17). 

This classification system has been presented in the State-of-the-Art report on Construction Methods at the 17th International 

Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (17ICSMGE) in Alexandria, Egypt in October 2009. On the basis 

of this classification system, selected case histories will be presented highlighting the design concept and the relevant parameters 

for design, quality control and acceptance criteria. The analytical, empirical and observational methods employed in the selection, 

construction and performance control of ground improvement is presented. Ground improvement by consolidation, reinforcement 

and compaction is covered in this presentation. 
 

BIODATA 

 

Mr. Serge Varaksin was born in 1943 in Belgium. After completing his civil engineering degree, he was admitted on a work-

study program at Northwestern University at Evanston, USA. He completed his master’s degree under Professor Jorg Osterberg 

and published his research on relative density below groundwater table in the ASTM, STP 523.  In 1972 he performed his 

military service at the Belgium Military School as a teaching research assistant to Professor Van Wambeke. During this time, he 

was exposed to Menard Pressuremeter technologies. Soon after, he joined Menard of France in 1973 after a short stint with 

Fondedile of Belgium. Since then, he has devoted his career in creating the global network of Menard companies following the 

corporate visions of the late Louis Menard and Prof. Jean-Marie Cognon. He retired from Menard as the Deputy Managing 

Director.  

  

Serge Varaksin has given keynote lectures at international conferences and he has conducted touring lectures in Asia, Australia, 

Africa and America organised by ISSMGE. He has published more than 50 peer-reviewed papers in ground improvement 

techniques. Currently, he is the co-chairman of ISSMGE TC211 on ground improvement. In 2006, he was given the task to chair 

the technical committee by Prof. Seco Pinto who was then the President of ISSMGE. In 2010, Prof. Jean L Briaud the current 

President of ISSMGE requested him to serve his second term as the chairman of TC211. In June 2012, together with Prof. J. 

Maertens and Prof. N. Huybrechts, he organised an international symposium and short courses on ground improvement which 

was attended by more than 300 participants from 36 countries. In March 2013, he recorded a webinar on ground improvement for 

ISSMGE(http://www.issmge.org/en/resources/recorded-webinars/592-concept-and-parameters-latest-research-in-ground 

improvement-illustrated-by-related-case-histories).  

 

Ir. Liew Shaw Shong     

Chairman         

Geotechnical Engineering Technical Division  

   
Announcement to note: 

1. Talk is STRICTLY for IEM members only (walk in) 

2. Limited seats available on a "first come first served" basis.   

3. No telephone and/or fax reservation will be entertained. 

4. Latecomers will not be allowed entrance, if the lecture hall is full. 

5. Please bring along this flyer and membership card for confirmation of attendance (CPD purpose). 

For IEM members, membership cards MUST be presented for identification purpose.  Members who fail to show their membership card will be 

charged a fee of RM20.00. 

 

 

 

 

CPD HOURS CONFIRMATION 

 

Name of Member: ..........................................................................               M’ship No:  ................................................ 

 
Signature: ...................................................                                                   Date : .......................................................... 

 

BEM APPROVED 

CPD/PDP HOURS: 2  

REF: IEM13/HQ/114/T 

FUNDS FOR IEM NEW BUILDING 

 

Kindly be informed that IEM will be charging participants RM10.00 administrative fee to evening talks organised by IEM. The fee would be used 

for overhead costs, building maintenance expenses as well as to support the purchase of the new building. 

 

Students are however exempted. Your understanding is greatly appreciated. 
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