
Aone-day seminar on ‘Power Factor
C o r rection and Low Vo l t a g e

Capacitor Bank Design’ was organised
by the IEM Electrical Engineering
Technical Division (EETD) on 13
November 2007 at Bangunan Ingenieur,
Petaling Jaya. The course attracted about
91 participants.

The speaker, Engr. Mohd Fuad Faisal,
Senior Power Quality Engineer fro m
TNB, conducted the course with many
illustrations from actual examples from
the electrical supply industry. He started
with the introduction of the power flow
concept and the requirement on reactive
power requirement and the impact of
power factor on the electrical installation.

He then dealt with the design
requirement such as the placement and

sizing of the capacitor installation and
associated electrical equipment. He gave
some tips on how to apply power factor
correction with and without the presence
of harmonics.

During the course, case studies and
working examples were introduced to
give the participants the opportunity to
apply the concepts discussed in re a l
situations that they may encounter. The
seminar ended at 4.45pm followed by a
Q&A session. Numerous questions were
put to the speaker and he answered them
to the participants’ satisfaction.

The participants then joined the
Chairman of EETD, Engr. Mah Soo, in
showing appreciation to Engr. Mohd Fuad
with a presentation of the IEM Certificate
of A p p reciation and memento.  ■
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L E T T E R  T O  E D I T O R

Dear Sir,

It is great to hear that IEM is working on
acquiring its own building. This is something
that will make all of us proud. In order to
allow everyone to feel ownership for the
building and to feel that they played a part in
collecting funds for the building, I would like
to suggest that, for the next few years, each
member pays a small sum for the building. It
can be done in a manner that is not too much
of a burden. One possibility is as mentioned:
a) all Fellows of the institution to pay

RM20 per month for the next two
years. This works out to RM240 per
annum per Fellow Member.

b) all Members to pay RM10 per month
for the next two years. This works out

to RM120 per annum per Member.
c) all Graduate and Student Members to

pay RM5 per month for the next two
years. This works out to RM60 per
annum  per G&S.

This should help IEM to collect in excess of
RM3 million from the F/M/G&S dire c t l y.
IEM can consider whether it wants to
continue this rate for another two or more
years if it needs to collect more funds to
reduce its financial burd e n .

I believe the amount proposed is a small
sum for most Engineers, and they would be
willing to contribute for this purpose.
Perhaps IEM could call a meeting or ask for
a postal vote and decide on this means of

fund collection. Who knows, many may
propose even higher figures. This manner
of fund collection would net IEM more
money for the building fund than to just
ask Engineers to pay RM20 per annum out
of their own goodwill.

Certainly all Engineers who wish to donate
more or provide loans for this purpose are
still welcome to do so. But, if it is to be a
loan, IEM should mention at what interest
rate it will repay the loan, or whether it is to
be an interest free loan repayable over what
period of time. ■

Regards,

Engr. Shyam Lakshmanan, P. Eng. (M19096)

Building Fund

E D I TOR’S REPLY
On behalf of the IEM Editorial Board and the Fund Raising Committee under the Standing Committee of Finance, we thank Engr.
Shyam Lakshmanan for his kind gesture and proposal. With such positive attitude among IEM Members, we are confident that there
will be more and better offers in due course.

Chief Editor


