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R E P O RT

Oil, Gas and Mining Technical Division Care e rTalk and Dialogue at
Universiti Malaysia, Pahang 
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

By : Engr. Abd. Razak Abu Hurairah

On 24 January 2007  the OGMTD
visited the Universiti Malaysia

Pahang  (UMP) at Gamang, Kuantan for a
c a reer talk and a dialogue with about fifty
(50)  final year engineering students. The
event  was coordinated by En. Mohd
H a z a ruddin Muhammad, the Chairman of
UMP-IEM Student Section. 

The OGMTD were re p resented by its
Chairman Engr. Abd. Razak Abu Hurairah;
Mr. Matthew Tang, Field Specialist
Recruiter from Schlumberger Oilfield
Services; and En. Mazli Zakuan Mohd.
N o o r,  Executive Director Maces Sdn. Bhd. 

S c h l u m b e rger Oilfield Services is the
leading oilfield services company
supplying technology project management
and information solutions for customers in
the international oil and gas industry.
Maces Sdn. Bhd. provides integrated
chemicals capabilities along with the

engineering capabilities to be the one stop
centre for chemicals and water
management needs.

P resentations were made on the
overview of the oil and gas industry  and the
various type of processing and operation
facilities in the upstream and downstre a m
s e c t o r.  The students were then informed of

the various career opportunity in the
Exploration and Drilling; Production and
Refinery and Petrochemicals. 

The dialogue session was useful as
the discussion mainly centered on
industrial training  on-the-job  training
and the expectations in carrying out
work as an engineer. ■

Participants from UMPEn. Mazli Zakuan and Mr. Matthew Tang

Oil, Gas and Mining Technical Division

Re p o rt on One Day Seminar on Critical Thinking and Writing for
E n g i n e e r s
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

By : Engr. Lim Chean Fung, M.I.E.M.

Eeveryone thinks, it is our nature to do so
but much of our thinking, left to itself, is

biased, distorted, partial and uninformed.
The Seminar on ‘Critical Thinking and
Writing for Engineers’ was presented by Mr.
G. Sivalingam on the 23 November 2006 at
the IEM Conference Hall, Bangunan
I n g e n i e u r, with a total of 98 participants
attending it. Mr. Sivalingam gave a very
i n t e resting and stimulating presentation on
the importance of critical thinking and
writing; emphasising assessment, re s e a rc h ,
i n s t ructional strategies, questioning, critical
reading and writing. He explained that
shoddy thinking is costly, both in money and
in quality of life. Excellence in thought,
h o w e v e r, must be systematically cultivated.

Critical thinking is that mode of thinking-
about any subject, content, or problem in which
the thinker improves the quality of his or her
thinking by skillfully analysing, assessing and

re c o n s t ructing it. It is self-directed, self-
disciplined, self-motivated and eventually self-
c o r rective thinking. It presupposes assent to
r i g o rous standards of excellence and mindful
command of their use. It entails eff e c t i v e
communication and problem solving abilities,
as well as a commitment to overcome our
native bias opinions.

An important criteria of critical thinking is
to learn to think within its logic, which is to:-
• raise vital questions and problems within it, 

formulating them clearly and precisely; 
• gather and assess information, using ideas 

to interpret that information insightfully;
• come to well-reasoned conclusions and 

solutions, testing them against relevant 
criteria and standard s ;

• adopt the point of view of the discipline, 
recognising and assessing, as need be, its 
assumptions, implications, and practical 
c o n s e q u e n c e s ;

• communicate effectively with others using 
the language of the discipline and that of 
educated public discourse; and

• relate what one is learning in the subject to 
other subjects and to what is significant in 
human life.

With lively illustrations through examples
and practical exercises, which were well
received, the participants were able to experience
and gained invaluable skills to cultivate critical
thinking and writing abilities. The speaker
concluded his presentation by noting that by
making critical thinking and writing a basic
value in our life, we will effectively improve the
way we think, write and live our lives. At the end
of the seminar, the speaker, Mr. G. Sivalingam,
was presented with a certificate as a token of
a p p reciation from IEM. ■


