by Ir. Chin Mee Poon

today is very different
from when I last visited it more
than 10 years ago. For one, it had
the tallest building in the world
until that position was taken over
by the Khalifa Tower of Dubai
recently.

My wife and I attended a
Tzu-chi Familiarization Camp in
Taiwan recently and we decided
to take the opportunity to refresh
our memory of this “Precious
Island” on which we had our
honeymoon some 35 years ago.

We spent a few days at
the Sun-Moon Lake which
is a very popular place with
honeymooners. The beautiful
lake was closed to tourists after
the devastating earthquake (on
21 September 1999) until about
2004. It has since regained its
rightful place as a very popular
tourist destination.

Back in Taipei, we made it
a point to visit Taipei 101, the
new icon of this metropolis of
2.6 million people. Completed
in 2004, this 101-storey office tower soars 508m above the
ground. The following technical data may be of interest to
structural and building engineers:

(1) The tower rests on 380 bored piles of 1.5m diameter
installed 80m into the ground and socketed 30m into the
bedrock. The bearing capacity of the piles ranges from
1100 tonnes to 1450 tonnes.

(2) The building structure has been designed to withstand
earthquakes of one in 2500 years and gales of 216km /hr.

(8) To minimise building sway under strong winds or
earthquakes, the structural engineer has incorporated
the world’s largest wind damper within the building
between floors 87 and 89. It is a solid steel sphere of
5.5m in diameter and weighing 660 tonnes suspended by
16 large diameter wire ropes. It is made of 41 layers of
12.5cm thick steel plates at a cost of more than RM14.5
million.
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(4) Its lifts, with a top speed of 1010m per minute, are the
world’s fastest.

We paid NT$400 (about RM45) each to travel by the
world’s fastest lift from the fifth floor to the observation
deck on the 89th floor in 37 seconds to enjoy a 360-degree
panoramic view of Taipei city. Free pre-recorded
multimedia guides in eight languages are provided to
help tourists better appreciate Taipei’s cityscape. A short
documentary on the construction of Taipei 101 is run over
and over again in the AV room. Other facilities include
souvenir shops, cafeteria and a mailbox. One can also
observe the wind damper up close from the 88th and 89th
floors.

I wonder why our very own Petronas Twin Towers, also
once the tallest building in the world, do not cater for tourists
in a similar manner.



