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EDITORIAL

Is Education “In” or “On”’
Demand?

he adage of “The Hand That Rocks the Cradle

Rules the World” still holds true regardless of
time. It is during the formative years that the young
ones are inculcated with certain values in shaping
what they might become in the future. Education is
regarded as a life long process of training and
developing the knowledge, skill, mind and character.

Looking back at our school and university days, we
still remember the grinds of understanding the basics
before we could use them in any applications at hand.
It was the concept of “No Pain, No Gain!” It is the
infusing of knowledge and equipping students with
the right ‘living skills” in terms of rational thinking,
analysis and adequate communication skills like
report writing that had to be ensured before giving
them the paper qualifications on only one major
discipline. Nowadays there are so many graduates
with double majors either within the same discipline
or crossing with other disciplines. Could this be the
result from new teaching and learning methods to
create an induced environment for ‘easier and faster
learning’ and to produce the highest numbers of
scorers with the maximum distinctions in so many
subjects and achieving them in the shortest period of
time? Does this indicate that the means justify the end
or vice versa?

Also with so many avenues for tertiary education
that is available and affordable, both locally and
overseas, there will bound to be keen competition to
attract students with some indicating that they could
offer the best courses with many options and having
the highest success rates. This has become so
commercialised that would this lead to “Education in
Demand’ or “Education on Demand’?

With globalisation, there is now the avenue of easy
mobility of professionals working across countries.
There has to be some check and balance to ensure that
all the Institutions of Higher Learning conform to
some required standard so that they will stand the
tests of time to gain recognition in the present
industrialised world. There should be an independent
body with sufficient internationally recognised
standing to represent Malaysia in international arena
and act as check and balance to gain world-wide
recognition of our professionals’ capabilities for
export into the global market place. m
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