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Restoring to “Green” and
Smiling Faces
.................................................................................

By: Ir. Mah Soo

JURUTERA

After the recent flood in Shah Alam, the whole area has
turned brownish as if autumn has set in. Many had

suffered trauma, hardship, financial losses and damage to
sentimental artifacts that could not be replaced. No wonder
one could only see angry faces and hardly a grin. Though our
East Coast cousins expect flooding during the monsoon
period, the fear of flash floods for the TTDI Jaya residents is
the whole year round. Rampant deforestation for the sake of
rapid urbanisation towards a fast developed state, resulted in
siltation, insufficient drainage and increased surface runoffs,
which contributed towards the frequent occurrences of flash
floods. Could this kind of abuse to our environment be
classified as sustainable development?  

It is hoped that the holistic picture of ‘greening’ the earth
towards enhancing environmental performance for overall
socio-economic development is respected and complied.
Restoring the ‘green’, hopefully would lead to some ‘grinning’
and smiling faces when there would not be any more anxiety
of flooding, whenever there is an occasional heavy
thunderstorm. 

The Government, through its various agencies, has
sufficient manpower, expertise and financial resources, and is
capable of solving these problems if given the correct impetus
and political will. 

When things got out of control, the shifting the blame to
others would not solve the problem at hand. There should be
sufficient professionalism, ethics and moral responsibilities on
all parties concerned to come up with pragmatic solutions to
solve the crisis as soon as practicable. Malaysia has good legal
system with Acts such as the Environmental Quality Act 1974.
Strict enforcement coupled with a deterrent jail sentence might
send the strong signal that the Government takes non-
compliance seriously. It is hoped that IEM members who are in
important positions in such agencies could ensure compliance
with the law and established codes of practices as examples of
true values of good ethics and duty of care.

The general public expects reasonable provisions of public
conveniences and amenities. Given good corporate
governance, moral and ethics, accountability and continual
reminders from the power that be, the authorities concerned
should be able to enforce compliance with the rule of law and
prudent standards and codes of practices and stand
responsible and accountable to the duties entrusted to them to
produce appropriate, timely and conclusive outcomes to show
that they are committed to the duty of care to the rakyat! ■
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