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The construction industry is the backbone of a
country’s development. Any construction

project, from its inception to final completion,
involves professionals from various engineering
disciplines together with other associated financial
and legal counterparts. The engineering
professionals would be the planners, geotechnical
experts, architects, civil and structural engineers,
mechanical and electrical engineers, surveyors,
builders, site resident engineers and the engineering
sections of the various regulating bodies of related
Acts and government agencies, and they would
have acquired the necessary requirements both
academically and professionally to get involved in
these projects. 

Then why were there recent spates of
highlighted coverage in the local media which
prompted concerns (or frustrations!) that ‘Engineers
could not speak up’ on these matters? It fact it had
even been reported that there was a verbal joust in
the Parliament over one of the recent project to show
the extent of interest on the matter. To correct any
misperceptions, the engineering fraternity should be
brave enough to recognise that in reality engineers
are just the ‘doers’ and to search for the bitter truth
whether engineers are really fully in charge or are
there some ‘masters behind the scene’ who have the
ultimate powers to dictate important decisions and
influence outcomes on the projects?

In fact, Malaysia has established a good legal and
regulatory framework which could be expected to
be self-regulatory. The rule of law of the day should
be sufficiently adequate to ensure good delivery of
any project, if all the above related Acts, code of
practices, etc., have been strictly adhered to in
fulfilling their obligations on the duty of care and
safety to the rakyat and country. It is now up to all
the industry players to practise the expected good
core values of honesty, integrity and accountability,
good governance, professional ethics and
responsibilities and the respective regulators and
government agencies to ensure that efficient
enforcement is in place to make good of what had
happened.

Finally, speaking up is easy but to speak up
responsibly needs serious thinking so as not to bring
disrespect to oneself, one’s profession and fraternity.
In this present litigious world, every action could
have double-edged consequences. If there is
insufficient relevant information on the matter, then
it is realistic to be rational and pragmatic in order to
survive in the present world of harsh realities. �
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