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EDITORIAL

Opportunities Down South

by Ir. Sim Tian Liang
Chairman, IEM Southern Branch

THE role of engineers as the prime movers for the
development of the country as well as the improvement of
the people’s lifestyle is challenging but fulfilling for engineers.
The trust that the public placed upon us has compelled us to
deliver with utmost professionalism and vigilance.

In any engineering endeavour, engineers, besides being
conversant in applying engineering principles, must also
consider the safety, environmental and sustainability aspects
of a project. Greener and eco-friendly technology is being
utilised to achieve a balanced and sustainable development
on this Earth in years to come. To save the world from
global warming, the adoption of strategies to reduce carbon
emission, promotion of alternative greener energy and
proper waste management is postulated.

In the southern part of the Peninsular Malaysia, the
Iskandar Development Region (IDR) is experiencing a
tremendous transformation into a modern and world class
metropolitan city adopting some of the principles stated
above. An estimated RM360 billion worth of investments are
expected to be raised for the physical, urban and industrial
development of the region over 20 years.

The industrial development with emphasis in new
industries requiring highly skilled labour and new
technologies are transforming the region’s economic
base towards a knowledge-based economy (k-economy).
Hi-technology parks are planned for industries involving
biotechnology, biomedical, biochemical, and information
and communication technology. An animation theme park,
aviation logistics hub, EduCity and facilities to stimulate
medical tourism are to be set up in this region.

Henceforth, the services of engineers of various
disciplines are in great demand here. There are many job
opportunities for engineering consulting firms, construction
firms and other engineering related companies, and some
of the firms are benefiting from the development now. It is
envisaged that one-stop multi-disciplined consulting firms
would have an edge in providing services from planning
to implementation of projects for the multinational
corporations (MNC) investing in this region.

Engineers are known to be the real wealth creators
because of their innovativeness and entrepreneurship. The
application of engineering principles and knowledge by
engineers into physical development or products have not
only created employment but also comfort to the society at
large. Many of the top companiesinthe world are engineering
firms such as General Motors, Microsoft Corporation and
Nokia. The IDR offers us ample opportunities for us to attest
our reputation. |
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