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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Going Virtual and Rebranding

am not surprised when Council

Member Engr. Partick Cyril Augustine
(FIEM, PEng.) wrote two emails to me
suggesting some electoral reforms and
use of IT in conducting ITEM’s business
including electronic balloting. As it stands
we have been practicing electronic
downloads of Nomination forms without
the traditional mails. This had caused
some problems which was raised at the
Annual General Meeting. I would not be
doing justice if this column does not
remind members that the Nomination
Forms are to be downloaded by members
for it to be filled up and return by post
before the closing date. Do “Read Your
Bulletin” as that is one major
communication vehicle for the Institution.
Of course you can also look up the IEM
webpage for our electronic Bulletin and
information. The balloting forms as
opposed to nomination form shall still be
posted out in the traditional way. If

Patrick can have his way he would
certainly like to see that eventually all
modes of balloting shall be
electronically in the near future. He is
now leading a committee to study the
implications of such a move.

There seems to be some confusion
amongst our members and the general
public on the use of “Ir.” and “Engr.”
Historically “Ir.” was a title promoted by
the Institution to be wused by all
Corporate and Graduate members of
IEM. When the Registration of Engineers
Act was amended so that only
professional engineers registered with
the Board of Engineers can use that title,
all Graduate members of IEM are left
with nothing to identify themselves with.
Corporate members of IEM are not
affected much as most are registered
with the Board of Engineers as Malaysia
professional engineers although some
who do not do so also lost their identity.

As IEM would
like to have it

done

CONGRATULATION MESSAGE we have
amended our
The Institution would like to congratulate Constitution

DATO’ ENGR. ZULKIFLI IBRAHIM
on being conferred the

DARJAH DATO’ SETIA NEGERI SEMBILAN
WHICH CARRIES THE TITLE DATO’

by

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS DYMM TUANKU
YANG DI-PERTUAN BESAR NEGERI
SEMBILAN DARUL KHUSUS TUANKU
JA’AFAR IBNI AL-MARHUM TUANKU
ABDUL RAHMAN
DK (NS)., DKM., DMN., DKMB (BRUNEI)., DK (KELANTAN)., DK
(KEDAH)., DK (SELANGOR)., DK (PERLIS)., DK (JOHOR)., DK (PAHANG).,
DK (TERENGGANU)., DK (PERAK).

on the occasion of His Royal Highness’ 84th

Birthday

recently so that
all its Graduate
and Corporate
membership
carries the
identification
Engr. This is
part of our
effort at Re-
branding IEM
there
are many more
engineering
graduates in
the country
who  possess
accredited
engineering de-
grees and who
work in engi-
neering related

because

—

environment and should be able to
stand-out amongst the profession as an
engineer. Leading this group are perhaps
those engineers who work in
factory/production house environment
and in establishments with R&D
facilities, highly specialised work.
Should they choose to become IEM
members, they now do have something
to be identified with whilst Corporate
members of IEM shall be given the choice
of whether to retain their Ir designation
or to use Engr. with a P. Eng. instead. In
communications with IEM and the
public, as president of the day I have
opted to use Engr. to be identified with
our Graduate members as well.

On a separate note, the month of
August shall see the return of the haze
when the winds are blowing in the right
direction. This perennial problem has to be
addressed by all if we do not want to see
another two-days shut-down similar to last
year the cost of which is unquantifiable.
Whilst there are several methods of
reducing particulate pollutants from the air,
these are not available on a macroscopic
scale. The haze which is made up of micron
size particles can be captured by same size
rain-drops. However, even after a usual
heavy shower, the fine haze remained
airborne as they easily flow past the
relatively larger diameter rain drops. Hence
operating sprinklers or water-sprays from
the top of buildings cannot effectively
remove them. We have invited the
Indonesian Institution of Engineers and the
Institution of Engineers, Singapore to Kuala
Lumpur for a Tripartite meeting to address
issues which affected each country most, it
being a follow-up from last year’s meeting
in Yogjakarta. This meeting shall be held in
conjunction with the 11" APCChE
Congress 2006, the Asian Pacific
Confederation of Chemical Engineering
Congress organised by our Chemical
Engineering Technical Division. m
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