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EDITORIAL

¥l KEEPING THE
1 LIGHTS BURNING
By Sdr. KH. Man, Bulletin Edtor

n 18 October 2004, our Prime Minister chaired the first
meeting of a Cabinet Committee o study the impact of

economy. One immedate result was the announcement of
renewed efforts to explore alternative energy sources. It is
heartening to see that the country is taking steps in this

skills, and find solutions before we come up against an
unyielding brick wall and end up splattered on i
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iy farms. Many countries subsidises the

purchase of s by home owners. Wind turbine

technology is maturing fast. Elsewhere, net metering s
pracioed and conaumers ey chooee o pay a it more for
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world are feverishly working on new energy storage,
‘generation and transmission tachnologies.

the same time t i also important to remember that
change cannot take place instanty. It is easy to demand
change, but fossil fusis have wormed its way into every nook
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mhlmnﬂy selfsh and femands to consume

jer much electricity or o may desire. The world's
energy woes isn't really a technological or engineering
problem at all; | believe it is largely a people problem, an
artifact of a market that tries to convince you that your lfe s

standards, set up superior practices and maintenance
xr

Do we consider it perfect? Of course not—engineering is
about trade-offs, not perfection. These are just some of the
great many step that engineers, scientists, and the power

THE INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS, MALAYSIA

to
bring electricity raliably to our homes. With oil prices stuck
. igh levl changes are foct. We are g nferstig
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keev th chi buring anc the motera rerivg. I



