
editorial

5 Jurutera  February 2009

Number 2, February 2009                         IEM Registered on 1 May 1959

Majlis Bagi sesi 2008/2009 (ieM CounCil session 2008/2009)

Yang Dipertua / presiDent: 
Y. Bhg. Dato’ Paduka Engr. Hj. Keizrul bin Abdullah

timbalan Yang Dipertua / DeputY presiDent: 
Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr. Prof. Dr Chuah Hean Teik

naib Yang Dipertua / Vice presiDents:
Engr. Vincent Chen Kim Kieong, Engr. Prof. Dr Ruslan bin Hassan, Engr. Tan Yean Chin, Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr. 
Hj. Abdul Rashid bin Maidin, Engr. P. E. Chong, Engr. Choo Kok Beng, Engr. Oon Chee Kheng

setiausaha Kehormat / honorarY secretarY: 
Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Chiang Choong Luin, Jeffrey 

benDahari Kehormat / honorarY treasurer: 
Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr. (Dr) Abu Hashim bin Abdul Ghani

WaKil aWam / ciVil representatiVe: 
Engr. Dr Mohd. Zamin bin Jumaat

WaKil eleKtriK / electrical representatiVe: 
Engr. Yusouf bin Ahmad

WaKil meKaniKal / mechanical representatiVe: 
Engr. Dr Tan Ah Kow, Philip 

WaKil struKtur / structural representatiVe: 
Engr. Tu Yong Eng

WaKil Kimia Dan Disiplin lain / chemical anD others representatiVe: 
Engr. Juares Rizal bin Abd. Hamid

ahli majlis / council members:      
Engr. Kukanesan a/l Sakhthiveil, Engr. Lai Sze Ching, Engr. Manogaran a/l K. Raman, Engr. Dr Lee Teang 
Shui, Engr. Li Thang Fai, Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Mohd. Saleh bin Jaafar, Engr. Abdul Rahim bin Hj. Othman,  
Engr. Ahmad Nazari bin Ashari, Ir. M.C. Hee, Engr. Lee Eng Choy, Engr. Hj. Mohamed Ali bin Yusoff,  
Engr. Ng Shiu Yuen, David, Engr. Dr Ramlee bin Karim, Engr. Luk Chau Beng, Engr. Lim Ah Hang,  
Engr. Wong Hon Thang, Rocky, Engr. Dr Ahmad Suhaimi bin Abdul Rahim, Engr. Dr Chung Boon Kuan, 
Engr. Gunasagaran Kristnan, Engr. Khor Hock Keat, Engr. Lee Weng Onn, Engr. Mohd. Aman bin Hj. Idris, 
Engr. Ng Yong Kong, Engr. Ong Ching Loon, Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr. Rosaline Ganendra, Engr. Dr Tan Kuang 
Leong, Engr. Toh Ai Ching, Engr. Yim Hon Wa, Engr. Noor Hisham bin Yahaya, Engr. Prof. Dr Mohd. Zamin 
bin Jumaat, Y. Bhg. Dato Engr. Hong Lee Pee, Y. Bhg. Datuk Wira Engr. Md. Sidek bin Ahmad, Y. Bhg. Tan 
Sri Dato’ Engr. Jamilus bin Hussein

beKas Yang Dipertua teraKhir / immeDiate past presiDent: 
Y. Bhg. Datuk Engr. Prof. Dr Ow Chee Sheng

beKas Yang Dipertua / past presiDents: 
Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr. Pang Leong Hoon, Y. Bhg. Datuk Engr. (Dr) Hj. Ahmad Zaidee bin Laidin, Engr. Dr Gue See 
Sew, Y. Bhg. Academician Dato’ Engr. Lee Yee Cheong, Engr. P.E. Chong

pengerusi caWangan / branch chairman:
 1.  Pulau Pinang – Engr. K. K. Lim
 2.  Selatan – Engr. Sim Tian Liang
 3.  Perak – Engr. Angus Ang Mei Yu
 4.  Kedah-Perlis – Engr. Hj. Abdullah bin Othman
 5.  Negeri Sembilan – Engr. Hj. Mohamad Nor bin Mohd. Dros
 6.  Timur – Engr. Hj. Nik Mohd. Amin bin Nik Taib
 7.  Terengganu – Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr. Hj. Wan Ngah bin Wan Ali  
 8.  Melaka – Engr. Mohammad Ariff bin Hj. A. Karim
 9.  Sarawak – Engr. Wong Siu Hieng 
10. Sabah – Engr. Chee Shi Tong, John
11. Miri – Engr. Teo Chok Teck, Richard

ahli jaWatanKuasa inFormasi Dan penerbitan / stanDing committee  
on inFormation anD publications:
Pengerusi/Chairman: Engr. Prof. Dr Ruslan bin Hassan
Naib Pengerusi/Vice Chairman: Engr. Yusouf bin Ahmad
Setiausaha/Secretary: Engr. Lau Tai Onn
Ketua dan Pengarang Buletin/Chief cum Bulletin Editor: Engr. Prof. Dr Ruslan bin Hassan
Pengarang (Jurnal)/Journal Editor: Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Aminuddin bin Mohd. Baki
Pengerusi (Perpustakaan)/Library Chairman: Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Luqman Chuah bin Abdullah, Grad. IEM 
Ahli-Ahli/Committee Members: Engr. Chin Mee Poon, Engr. Hj. Look Keman bin Sahari, Engr. Dr Ramlee 
bin Karim, Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Mohd. Saleh bin Jaafar, Engr. Yee Thien Seng, Engr. Dr Arazi bin Idrus

lembaga pengarang /eDitorial boarD:
Ketua dan Pengarang Buletin/Chief cum Bulletin Editor: Engr. Prof. Dr Ruslan bin Hassan
Pengarang (Jurnal)/Journal Editor: Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Aminuddin bin Mohd. Baki
Ahli-Ahli/Committee Members: Engr. Lau Tai Onn, Engr. Hj. Look Keman bin Sahari, Engr. Chin Mee Poon,  
Engr. Yee Thien Seng, Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Mohd. Saleh bin Jaafar, Engr. Dr Ramlee bin Karim  

AHLI JAWATANKUASA JURNAL / SUB-COMMITTEE ON JOURNAL:
Pengerusi/Chairman: Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Aminuddin bin Mohd. Baki
Setiausaha/Secretary: Engr. Khairur Rijal bin Jamaludin, Grad. IEM, 
Ahli-Ahli/Committee Member: Engr. Mohd. Zawawi bin Ahmad, Engr. Dr Nor Hayati binti Abdul Hamid,  
Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Muhammad Azmi bin Ayub, Assoc. Prof. Dr Zubaidah binti Ismail, Engr. Dr Ramlee 
bin Karim, Dr Saad Mekhilef, Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Luqman Chuah bin Abdullah, Grad. IEM, Dr Raja  
Syamsul Azmir bin Raja Abdullah, Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Junaidah binti Ariffin, Engr. Ahmad Rasdan bin 
Ismail, Engr. Assoc. Prof. Dr Mohd. Saleh bin Jaafar 

IEM Secretariat: Nor Aziah Budin, Nurul Aida Mustafa

the institution of engineers, Malaysia
Bangunan Ingenieur, Lots 60 & 62, Jalan 52/4, P.O.Box 223, (Jalan Sultan) 46720 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.    

Tel: 03-7968 4001/4002     Fax: 03-7957 7678     E-mail: sec@iem.org.my    Homepage: http://ww.iem.org.my

JURUTERA

AerospAce is a very diverse field, with a multitude of 
commercial, industrial and military applications. Aerospace is 
typically referred to as the industry that researches, designs, 
manufactures, operates and maintains aircrafts and space 
vehicles, and is interchangeably used with the terms aeronautics 
or astronautics.

The Malaysian aerospace industry is generally categorised into 
sub-sectors including light craft assembly, parts and components 
manufacture, maintenance/repair/overhaul (MRO) activities, as 
well as design and development.

In recent years, more emphasis has been given to related 
areas such as communication satellite technology and Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in order to sustain and advance 
the technology which is applicable to Malaysia.

Aerospace industry itself houses most complex core 
technologies which are applicable to other industries and provide 
critical technologies for the future. Technological spin-offs in 
aerospace from advanced nations had significantly contributed to 
the development of commercial products and services in various 
fields including automotive. 

Special technologies invented and developed in the aerospace 
sector have been subsequently industrialised and found many 
applications in the automotive sector – racing cars, advanced 
lightweight composites materials, supercharger engines – to 
name a few.   

Aerospace and automotive are strategic for the growth and 
development of the nation, and to ensure this, Malaysia must 
continue to make investments in these industries, seeking for 
smart partnership as well as the upgrading of related fields.

Technologies acquired through procurement and offsets in 
these industries must help the nation to gain access to a foreign 
markets and fully realise our national competitive advantage.

how Can ieM play its role?
For a start, perhaps it is time for IEM, as a leading learned 
professional society in the country with the principal aim of 
promoting the advancement of all aspects of engineering, science 
and technology, to provide a common platform to promote 
interaction and interest among engineers in these fields. 

With a combined workforce in the aerospace and automotive 
industries, and engineering students, IEM should put more efforts 
into recruiting more members from these fields. IEM should 
consider setting up a special interest group for aerospace and 
automotive (or even a Technical Division). 

Aerospace and automotive are multi-disciplinary in nature 
and it is now becoming harder to clearly distinguish between 
them if they fall under one of the major engineering disciplines. 
To recruit more members, IEM should be made more attractive to 
other engineering disciplines and must be seen as relevant to all 
engineering disciplines.

In this way, IEM’s contribution to the aerospace industry will 
be globally competitive and widely acknowledged, as what has 
been achieved by the electronics and automotive industries. n
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