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REPORT

Standing Committee on Welfare and Service Matters

Report on IEM Open House 2006

By : Engr. Awangku Hidup bin Awangku Hosain, y.iem, ren.

he IEM Open House

is one of the main
activities organised
annually by the Standing
Committee on Welfare
and Service Matters. The
main function of the IEM
Open House is to
establish the opportunity
for Council Members to

meet fellow 1IEM
Members and  their
families, to meet old
friends and to foster
closer relationships
amongst members.

Presentation of awards to
children of IEM members
who  have achieved

excellent results in their SPM/STPM
examinations of the previous year is also
a major part of the function. Beside
several games organised for the families
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and their children, a vast variety of foods
and drinks were served hawker-style.

This annual function is normally
held on the first Sunday of May of the
year. So this year, the function fell on 7th
of May 2006 and was again held at
Dewan Tan Sri Mahfoz Khalid of
Jabatan Kerja Raya / Kementerian Kerja
Raya Complex for the fifth successive
year since 2001. The event, beginning at
10.30 a.m. and ending at about 1.30 p.m.,
was attended by 401 engineers and their
families i.e. 256 adults and 145 children.
Y.B. Dato” Engr. Mohd Zin bin
Mohamad, the Deputy Minister of
Works, was invited as the Guest of
Honour for the event.

Among the interesting programs
organised by the committee were face
painting, sand arts, fun games for
families, and an exhibition on career
guidance for students and a video show
on “Energy Efficiency”. A magic show
and a demonstration on Qi practice
were performed on stage. In the magic
show, a comical clown played his tricks
and created much laughter among the
audience, especially the kids. Despite
his age of 92 years, Wai Dang Gong
Instructor, Mr. Yeoh Tong Eng, led IEM
members who have been practicing Wai

—

Dan Gong at IEM
Penthouse in a demon-
stration of the Qi
practice on stage. If
one practices Wai Dan
Gong regularly with
all seriousness and
appreciates its
theories,
and  pressure  or
anxiety will slowly
disappear; we will
achieve peace and
tranquility and lead a
healthier and happier
life. Wai Dan Gong
classes are held at IEM
Penthouse every Mon-
day and Wednesday
from 8.30 to 9.30 p.m. and are free of
charge to members. Mr. Yeoh also
demonstrated his skill on calligraphy
and later presented the calligraphy to
our Guest of Honour as a gift.

all worries

Deputy Works Minister enjoying the food at VIP
table

Sand art at work
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Instructor Mr. Yeoh showing his skill in
“calligraphy’

As for the SPM Awards, 78 SPM
candidates received a Certificate of
Achievement and prize money from
IEM. They were selected from a total of
84 applications received by IEM for their
excellent results in 2005 and only six
candidates were rejected due to non-
compliance of criteria. The majority of
the candidates arrived with their parents
to receive their awards from the
President on the stage. However, no
candidates qualified for SPTM Awards
for this year.

In his welcoming speech, the
President of IEM, Y Bhg Datuk Engr.
Prof. Dr. Ow Chee Sheng stressed the
importance of having close and good
relationship among members and
hoped that all members will continue to

support and contribute their voluntary
services towards making IEM a well-
run and respected organisation.
Without members’ loyalty and support,
the President said IEM might not be
able to achieve its objectives and stand
tall in front of the public, both locally
and internationally. He hoped that IEM
is able to continuously enhance the
image of engineers in public and
contribute its worthiness towards the
development of the nation.

The President also congratulated the
students who had done well in their
SPM/STPM examinations and encou-
raged them to take up engineering as
their career. He also encouraged the
students to pursue studies in
innovation, research and engineering
technology and other areas such as
liberal arts, leadership, ethics and
entrepreneurship. As for the parents as
well, the President advised them to
guide their children towards becoming a
more  disciplined  society.  The
President’s statement to quote is
“Together, We Can Do Anything.”

The Deputy Minister of Works, Dato’
Engr. Mohd. Zin, in his speech, stated
that the government in the Ninth
Malaysia Plan has continued to invest in
knowledge-based industries including
Information ~and  Communication
Technology (ICT). The government has
allocated about RM2 billion in
Biotechnologies with the aim to turn
Biotech into the new driver of growth
and wealth creation. The objective is to
harvest the potential in agriculture
biotechnology, health care related
biotech, industrial biotech and
bioinfomatics. The emphasis is to nurture
high value-added and knowledge-
intensive companies and hence, create
more job opportunities. The continuing
effort by the government to develop
Malaysia as a regional center for
excellence in the provision of the tertiary-
level education would improve the
quality of its human capital in terms of
intellect and also character.

The Deputy Minister said that he was
confident that with adequate endowment
from the government, IEM would be able
to unleash its full potential to generate
quality sustainable revenue to the nation.
The strength of IEM is derived from the
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diversity of the expertise, skills and
innovativeness of its members. He also
wished to record his deep appreciation
and congratulation to IEM for its
numerous programmes and activities,
including its effort on making Malaysia a
hub of engineering activities. He hoped
that ITEM would continue to be a
powerhouse think-tank in promoting and
stimulating a better appreciation and
understanding of the engineering mission
and vocation in the national context and
at the same time providing the checks and
balances for the excesses of certain
government agencies. Lastly, he also
congratulated the students for the awards
they received and hoped that the awards
will motivate and inspire them and others
to greater achievements in future. m

IEM members and families queuing at the “satay”
stall

The IEM President trying a "hole-in-one’
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